
2019 Year in Review

Description

2019 was a busy year packed full of wonderful wildlife encounters shared with my guests on many
wildlife photography tours.

Each of my locations is special and rich in wildlife, so to rank the trips and encounters is difficult. Given
that they were all exceptional trips year after year, I present them in order of what was special it me this
year.

Many of these trips will be featured on my 2020 Calendar of Trips but some will have to wait until future
years before I can share them again: there is just not enough time to do it all! Please enjoy this review.

Striped Marlin at Magdalena Bay

Magdalena Bay in Baja Mexico has a sardine run each November which attracts Striped Marlin, seal
ions, sharks, and even whales to the area. We jumped in this frenzy of action and photographed the
action. This was a special experience because of the shear numbers of marlin, easy to find bait balls,
the comical sea lions, and the whole spectacle. We also combined this with diving at some of the other
wonderful natural spaces in Baja for an underwater safari.

Nov 2020 Baja Safari
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Polar Bears in Churchill, Canada

The polar bears in Churchill are always abundant and a pleasure to photograph, but this year there
seemed to be even more than usual. This year there was snow cover and several pairs of mothers and
cubs to delight us. We also had a little bit of Northern Lights .

2020 Polar Bears
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African Autumn in South Africa

There is so much wildlife seen on our safaris: we have had increasing frequency of wild dog
encounters, rhinos, very good elephant herds, lion prides with cubs, and so many more exceptional
sightings. Each year I think it is the best and then the next year tops it! I picked this leopard to represent
a year of many beautiful predators displaying behavior in front of our lenses. This was a quiet moment
where we could imagine ourselves as the leopard and live out part of his day.

2020 & 2021 South African Safaris
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Tiger Sharks & Hammerheads in Bahamas

I visited Tiger Beach twice in 2019: March and October. We are always happy to see the same
individuals back each year plus a few new ones. New this year was as 2nd resident Great
Hammerhead. I was a great day to be able to capture both species in photo â€“ we see it underwater,
but to get them all in one frame is not easy.

2020 Tiger Sharks & Hammerheads
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Whale Sharks & Giant Mantas in Mexico

It is not fair to rank the Whale Shark Aggregation low on my favorites list because year after year it
consistently gives us many many whale sharks, mantas in clear warm water. I am privileged to a part of
this for 10 years now. My favorite is when a whale shark goes into â€œbottle feedâ€• position. I have
even had 360 videos as I swim around the shark who is in vertical position.

2020 Whale Sharks & Mantas
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African Spring in South Africa

The seasons in South Africa give a different color scheme to the photos. In spring the colors are soft
yellows and browns as the grass has not yet come alive. Every plant and animal is waiting for the first
rains of season. This time of year can give us more predator action as they prey on animals weakened
by lack of grass to eat. We had so many great encounters â€“ I chose this hippo because his grunt
always makes we laugh. 2020 & 2021 Safaris
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Sailfish in Isla Mujeres, Mexico

For many years I have visited and photographed the sardine run on the eastern side of Mexico at Isla
Mujeres. The clear warm water makes for some great video and photography action. Now that I have
experienced the billfish on both the east (Isla / Cancun) and west (Magdalena Bay) I can compare the
two. The sailfish are very graceful and their flashing colors and sails waving up and down is very
dramatic. In 2020 I will only be visiting Baja for billfish
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Grizzle Bears in BC, Canada

In summer 2019 I was able to go on a scouting trip to photograph grizzles from a boat. We had great
encounters with mothers & cubs, a territorial male, a huge male bear, and serene moments with bears
feeding on grass. This was a very special trip and staying on a boat in this remote area.

I am working on offering this special experience as a future trip.
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Namibia Road Trip, Southern Africa

I completed an overland tour of Namibia after my September Safaris. This country is very different to
where I hold my safaris: less wildlife but unique and awe inspiring views everywhere. It was a chance to
work on my wide angle and landscape photography.
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American Crocodiles of Chinchorro, Mexico

For the 3rd year I traveled to the remote Chinchorro Atoll and stayed in a rustic fishing hut in order to
have close encounters with American Crocodiles. Thanks to the expert crew we were all able to do this
safely. We spent our â€œdown timeâ€• diving on the pristine reefs and eliminating the invasive lion fish.
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Thank you to all the great people who made 2019 special for my guests and myself. I look forward to a
great and exciting 2020

About Gregory Sweeney

About my South Africa Safaris
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